
About A+ for Energy

The A+ for Energy program was developed by BP to recognize teachers for innovation and excellence in teaching 
energy and/or energy conservation. BP awards up to $500,000 per year in grants, scholarships and educational 
materials to Alberta Kindergarten to Grade 12 teachers for classroom, after-school and extra-curricular projects 
focused on energy and/or energy conservation.

A+ for Energy Application Process

BP’s A+ for Energy Program in Alberta is now exclusively receiving applications through an online process. The 
majority of subsequent communication will occur via e-mail. As such, applicants must provide an e-mail address 
which can be used throughout the duration of the program.

The Canadian program is open to K-12 teachers who are currently teaching in an accredited or licensed public, 
separate, private or independent/charter school in Alberta.

To be considered for funding, applicants must complete the online application form found at www.aplusforenergy.ca by 
March 8, 2010. This document is intended to provide teachers with a primer to begin developing their grant proposal.

Proposal Overview

This is general information that will not be evaluated in the scoring process, but is a required part of the 
application. In addition to contact information for yourself, your school and school district, you will need to 
identify the following:

	 •	 If you are a new project applicant or a sustainability applicant?

	 •	 What level of grant are you requesting? ($5,000 or $10,000)

	 •	 What is your project title?

	 •	 You will also need an endorsement from your principal.

To help prepare teachers to develop their submission for the A+ for Energy program, BP has provided this application 
worksheet to provide an overview of the types of information and questions you will need to provide. It may be useful to 
develop your grant proposal in a Microsoft Word document and then cut and paste it into the online program. There is a 
strict character/word restriction built into the program that mirrors a 5.5 page Microsoft Word document using a 12 pt. font.

Project Summary

(1,000 characters max.)

Describe the key components of your project. This summary will not be scored; however, it will communicate what 
your project is about. If your application is successful, this summary may be posted on the A+ for Energy™ website 
to serve as a quick reference for others looking for great ideas to help their students learn about energy.

Apply exclusively online at www.aplusforenergy.ca

Application Worksheet



A. Energy Content
(25% of score – 4,500 characters maximum)

•	 �Clearly identify one or more energy sources as the focus 
of the proposed project OR, if focus is energy efficiency, 
conservation or alternative technologies, project should 
identify underlying source(s) of energy.

•	 �Clearly state which Alberta curriculum learning outcomes 
students will know as a result of participation in the project 
and relate them to the energy content.

•	 �Describe content that is well planned, accurate and  
age-appropriate.

B. Goal Setting
(10% of score – 3,000 characters maximum)

•	 �Clearly identify those participating in and benefiting from the 
project and include any special considerations (gifted, ESL, 
learning or motor challenges, etc.).

•	 �Given the project design and requested resources, establish 
goals that should be completely achievable.

•	 �Include a detailed and realistic timeline for project 
implementation.

•	 �Include specific opportunities for potential sustainability 
(supported by the budget items and project activities).

C. Activities to Reach Goals
(20% of score – 3,000 characters maximum)

•	 �Include creative and engaging activities that clearly support 
learning outcomes that relate to the identified energy content 
and stated goals.

•	 �Describe each activity clearly with a rationale for its inclusion, 
and include opportunities for differentiation when appropriate.

•	 �Clearly describe the role of students and adults involved with 
each activity.

•	 �Describe how requested resources (budget items) are 
aligned with activities.

•	 �Identify and fully address any potential safety considerations.

D. Student Leadership 
(15% of score – 3,000 characters maximum)

•	 �Provide multiple, clear opportunities for students to share their 
knowledge about energy with the identified community.

•	 �Describe frequent opportunities for students to engage 
in leadership activities that meaningfully further student 
learning about energy.

•	 �Provide significant student direction or input to the outcome 
of the project or activities as appropriate for their age.

•	 �Clearly describe how any partnerships with other classes, 
grade levels or disciplines in the school provide opportunities 
to learn about energy for the students involved.

E. Outside Community Involvement
(10% of score – 3,000 characters maximum)

•	 �Clearly define the community outside of the school that will 
be involved in the project.

•	 �Identify specific members of the outside community 
for meaningful and ongoing involvement in the design, 
implementation and/or review of the project or activities.

•	 �Clearly describe a strategy to partner with the outside 
community to provide valued services, information, 
resources and/or extended expertise to build lasting 
relationships with the school.

F. Project Activity Evaluation
(10% of score – 3,000 characters maximum)

•	 �Describe an evaluation plan in alignment with the activity’s 
and project’s energy goals and content.

•	 �Clearly describe how learning outcomes will be measured 
in order to gauge the impact of the activities and project on 
student learning about energy.

•	 �Using a variety of tools and experiences, provide a process for 
capturing student learning throughout the grant implementation.

G. Project Budget
(10% of score – 2,000 characters maximum)

•	 �Include specific information on types of materials, equipment, 
software and services needed to implement the project.

•	 �Justify the projected costs aligned to the content, goals and 
activities stated in the application. 

•	 �Provide reasonable costs in well-organized categories of 
expenditure.

Grant Proposal Categories

To mirror the rubric that will be used to score your grant proposal you will need to ensure the following categories 
are covered in your proposal.



Application Tips

Be creative. Energy education can be found at 
all grade levels and in all subject areas. How can 
you teach about energy through reading, writing, 
mathematics, history, economics, geography, 
engineering, physics, chemistry, geology, biology, 
dance, theatre, music, visual art, vocational courses, 
etc.?

Results of the program should be substantive and 
measurable. Determine what your students will know 
about energy after implementing your project and 
how you will measure success.

If your project includes a change to the classroom or 
school facility, be sure to address how your school 
and district will support these changes.

You don’t have to do this alone. You may partner with 
another educator or group of teachers. 

Explain how all students participating in your program 
will benefit. Do you know people or organizations 
with energy expertise (businesses, scientists, etc.)? 

Involve them in designing, implementing and 
evaluating the success of your project.

There’s no limit to the number of applications a 
school can submit. Each proposal must be a unique 
project idea; therefore a school can submit as many 
proposals as they can support. Each proposal will be 
reviewed on its own merit.

Before submitting your proposal, please check the 
details (spelling, etc.), because winning proposals 
will be posted on the A+ for Energy™ website to 
help other teachers bring energy education into their 
classrooms.

Dates to Remember

2010	 March 8, 2010 — Application Deadline

	 All applications must be submitted by 8 a.m. on March 8, 2010.

	 May 10, 2010 — Grant Winners Notified

	 Winners will be contacted by e-mail using the information provided on the application form. All decisions are final.

	 August 2010 — Energy Educator Training Conference & Celebration Gala

	� In addition to the grant award, BP will provide winning teachers with a scholarship to attend a three-day energy 
training conference presented in partnership with Inside Education. This all-inclusive scholarship will cover 
the cost of travel, meals, lodging expenses and a kit of instructional materials valued at $500. The conference 
concludes with a Celebration Gala honouring grant recipients. Participation in this training conference is a 
requirement for receiving the grant.

	 September 2010 — Grant cheques are awarded

2011	 October 3, 2011 - Deadline for grant recipients to submit final reports. 

	 Grant awardees will receive instructions on how to complete their final report evaluating their projects.
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